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THE BRENT FAMILY. 

Compiled by W. B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 

(continued.) 

Thomas, died unmarried, 1793; 6. Eleanor, died young; 7. Catherine, 
married, 1789, George Diggs* of Warbuton, Prince George County, Md., 
and died April 7 1837; 8. Colonel William, born 1774, died December 
16, 1848, buried at Carroll Chapel, Montgomery County, for many 
years Clerk of the Courts of the District of Columbia; married, first, 
January 6, 1805, Catherine, daughter of Thomas Johnson, Jr. ; second, 
April 3, 1825, Elizabeth Neale, of Charles County, Md., who survived 
him and died at Washington, March 29, 1863. 

William Brent acted temporarily as Secretary to President Jefferson 
and the position was offered to him permanently, but he declined, for 
reasons of a personal nature. 

Robert Brent and his brother, Henry, second and fourth sons of 
Robert Brent, of Woodstock, and Susannah Seymour, settled in Charles 
County, Md., and married there. 

Robert married a daughter of Henry Wharton, only son of Gov- 
ernoi Jesse Wharton and Elizabeth Sewell, daughter of Secretary 
Henry Sewell and of Jane Low, his wife, who, after the death of 
her first husband, Henry Sewell, married Charles Calvert, afterwards 
third Lord Baltimore. From this marriage of Robert Brent and 
Miss Wharton was born another Robert, who married Anna Maria 
Parnham and had Francis, Robert, Anna, Maria, Theresa, Elmore, 
James, Elizabeth and Frances. 

Robert, the second son, married Dorothy Leigh, February 23, 1783. 
and had two sons and one daughter. William Leigh Brent, the elder 
son, married Maria Fenwick. Their children were Robert James, 

• William Dudley, son of George and Catherine (Brent) Digges was married In 
1811 to Norah, the daughter of Daniel Carroll, of Duddington, and Anne, his first 
wife, who was the daughter of William and Eleanor Brent of Richland, Stafford 
county. 

The children of William Dudley and Norah (Carroll) Digges were George At- 
wood, Daniel Carroll, William Dudley, Robert, Charles and Norah, who married 
Dr. James E. Morgan. 

Anna Maria, the only daughter of George and Catherine Digges, was married to 
Robert LeRoy LiTingston, a member of Congress from the State of New York, 
and had Eliza Carroll, married to Andrew Pierce of New York; Cornelia, married 
to Andrew Pierce of the same State; John; George Digges and William. 
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James Fenwick, Maria, Henrietta, William, Sarah Ann, Edward Cole, 
who married Miss Fanny Baker, of Louisiana; General Joseph Lan- 
caster Brent, who married Miss Frances Rosella Kenner, of Louis- 
iana; and Charles Vivian Brent, who married the daughter of Hon. 
William Merrick. Hon. Robert James Brent, the eldest son, Attorney- 
General of Maryland, married Miss Matilda Laurence, of Hagerstown. 
Their children were Robert Fenwick; Mary Hoke, who married Mr. 
William Keyser, vice-president of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company, and Emma Fenwick. 



Alexander Hamilton to Daniel Brent. 

Philadelphia, December 26, 1793. 
Dear Sir: 

I have received your letter, announcing to me your intention to 
change your situation. It is with regret I look forward to the loss 
of your services in the Department, as your conduct has been in every 
sense agreeable to me; though I will not attempt to engage your con- 
tinuance contrary to what, I dare say, will be your interest. I beg 
you however to be assured, that you will carry with you my 
full approbation and cordial esteem and to consider yourself as at all 
times entitled to my good offices, whenever they can be useful to you. 
Wishing you success, I remain with true regard, Dr. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Alexander Hamilton. 
Mr. Daniel Brent. 



Henry Clay to Daniel Brent. 

Washington, 3d March, 1829. 
To D. Brent, Esq. : 

I cannot leave the Department of State without expressing to you 
my sense of the public obligations and my own, on account of the 
important services which you have rendered during the period of 
my ministry. I have found you faithful to the public, diligent and 
always obliging, perfectly conversant with the archives of the office 
and possessing great experience as to the course of public business. 
I have derived from you the most essential aid. Without you I should 
have been often embarrassed in the discharge of my official duties. I 
leave with you my cordial wishes for your prosperity and happiness. 
I am respect fly 

Your ob. Servt, 

H. Clay. 

(to be continued.) 



